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Active methylene compounds undergo smooth addition to
quinolines and isoquinolines activated by chloroformate in the
presence of CeCl3.7H2O/NaI to afford 2-alkyl-1,2-dihydroqui-
noline and 1-alkyl-1,2-dihydroisoquinoline, respectively in ex-
cellent yields with high selectivity.

Addition reactions of activated aza-aromatics is of great im-
portance for the synthesis of biologically active nitrogen hetero-
cycles, including alkaloids.1 Because of the activity of quinoline
and isoquinoline derivatives as anti-bacterial, anti-malarial, and
anti-inflammatory, the synthesis of their new analogues is of
prime importance in the field of medicinal chemistry. A wide va-
riety of 2-substituted quinoline and isoquinoline analogs are syn-
thesized by using organometallic compounds via C–C bond for-
mation.2–5 Addition of isocyanides to N-acylazinium salts has
been reported as an alternative process for Reissert synthesis
via Ugi-type reaction.6 Recently, alkylation of quinoline and iso-
quinoline activated by diethyl pyrocarbonate with alkylating
agents has been reported using anhydrous LiCl.7 However, this
method provide the products as a mixture of regioisomers and
also found to be ineffective for electron-deficient quinolines.
Thus, there is still scope to develop a simple and efficient route
for the alkylation of N-acylated aza-aromatic system using cheap
and readily available reagents.

Lanthanide salts are unique Lewis acids that are currently of
great research interest. In particular, cerium(III) chloride
(CeCl3.7H2O) has gained much popularity, owing to its unique
reactivity, ease of handling, low toxicity, and moisture and air
tolerance.8 It has been extensively used for various regio- and
chemoselective organic transformations.9

In continuation of our interest toward the development of
novel methodologies for the derivatization of quinoline and iso-
quinolines,10 we report herein the direct addition of alkylating
agents to various quinolines and isoquinolines activated by ethyl
chloroformate in the presence of CeCl3.7H2O to afford 2-alkyl-
dihydroquinolines, and 1-alkyldihydroisoquinolines with high
selectivity. For instance, when quinoline (1) activated by ethyl
chloroformate was treated with diethyl malonate (2) in the pres-
ence of 30mol% CeCl3.7H2O in dichloromethane at ambient
temperature 2-alkyl-1,2-dihydroquinoline 3a was obtained in
60% yield. However, the addition of catalytic amount NaI
(5mol%) improved the yield of 3a to 80% (Scheme 1).

In a similar fashion, various alkylating agents bearing an ac-
tive methylene group underwent smooth addition to N-acylated

quinolinium ions to produce the corresponding 2-alkyl-1,2-dihy-
droquinoline derivatives in high yields. In all the cases, addition
took place at the 2-position of quinoline selectively. The reac-
tions proceeded rapidly with electron-rich quinolines. It is note-
worthy that electron-deficient nitro-substituted quinolines also
reacted well to give the corresponding addition products. The re-
action of N-acylquinolinium ion with dimedone also showed
corresponding dihydroquinoline adduct in good yield. Similarly,
isoquinolines also underwent smooth addition with active meth-
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Table 1. CeCl3.7H2O/NaI-catalyzed alkylation of quinoline
and isoquinoline activated by chloroformate
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aR ¼ CO2Et.
bAll products were charactarized by 1HNMR, IR,

and MS spectroscopy. cIsolated and unoptimized yields after
column chromatography.
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ylene compounds leading to the formation of 1-alkyl-1,2-dihy-
droisoquinolines (Scheme 2). The products thus obtained were
characterized by 1HNMR, IR, and mass spectroscopy.

The reaction conditions are mild so that no side products or
decomposition of the products is observed. Dichloromethane is
the solvent of choice giving best results. Although these reac-
tions can be accomplished using cerium chloride without NaI,
long reaction times and low yields of products were observed
when compared to CeCl3.7H2O/NaI system. This clearly indi-
cates that sodium iodide activates the CeCl3 to accelerate the re-
action. In the absence of CeCl3, the reaction did not occur.
Among various rare earth metal salts such as YbCl3, YCl3,
LaCl3.7H2O, and SmCl3 studied for this reaction, CeCl3.7H2O
was found to be more effective and superior in terms of conver-
sion and reaction times. The scope and generality of this process
is illustrated with respect to various substituted quinolines, iso-
quinolines, and alkylating agents and the results are summarized
in Table 1.

In summary, we have described CeCl3.7H2O/NaI-cata-
lyzed alkylation of activated quinolines and isoquinolines, pro-
viding straightforward route for the synthesis of alkylated dihy-
droquinolines and dihydroisoquinolines with high regioselec-
tively which may be valuable synthetic intermediates for alka-
loids and related nitrogen heterocyclic compounds.

S.K. thanks UGC New Delhi for the award of a fellowship.
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